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WILDFLOWER SALE

SHAW NATURE RESERVE IN GRAY SumMmIT, MO
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 7' FROM 4P TO 730P

RIS, VST No Yard is Too Small

HTTP://WWW.MISSOURIBOTANICALGARDEN.ORG/VISIT/FAMILY-OF-

ATTRACTIONS/SHAW-NATURE-RESERVE.ASPX By Margy Terpsz‘ra
BIRDING FIELD TRIPfi PAGE 7 The bus pulled up and we got out. It was a pocket - sized
CARLYLE LAKE front yard, filled with trees, shrubs, flowers and vines,
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 15™ & 16" AT 730A yet it was surrounded on all sides by high - rise condos.
TwO ALL DAY TRIPS IN SEARCH OF WATERBIRDS AND FALL Hummlngblrd feeders hung in a tree with a small

AIERARNTES [Serir URIP REQURES REETSTR S, fountain nearby. We followed single file, through the
s EORAEY WORKEAY [ PHEE cozy house to the enclosed back yard. A tiered, natu ral
CUIVRE RIVER STATE PARK looking stone fountain beckoned the birds. Chatter and
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 22" FROM 8A T0 1p song filled the air. Despite the crowd, the place was

e o alive with birds, flitting from branch to branch. We

coul dndt st ay Weairlgd backiotatigeh .
house for a drink, and met our host, w el | i nto h
It was remarkable. | slowly realized that every cedar -
paneled wall was absolutely filled with photographs, all

sent to her in thanks for allowing a visitor to sit and

capture a special bird. Her tiny lot was a genuine

magnet for migrants  on South Padre Island. It was a
Sunday morning in March, 2004.

HAwK WATCH AT SHAW NATURE RESERVE
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 22"° FROM 9A TO 130P

BIRDING FIELD TRIPAA PAGE 3

CHESTERFIELD® CENTRAL PARK

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 29" AT 830A

GREEN HOMES & GREAT HEALTH FESTIVAL
MissouRri BOTANICAL GARDEN

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 29" FROM 9A TO 4P
HTTP://WWW.MISSOURIBOTANICALGARDEN.ORG/

NATIONAL PuBLIC LANDS DAY Spring forward eight years | ¢
RIVERLANDS BIRD SANCTUARY AND OTHER SITES IN MO & IL name. | do remember her eyes.  They were glistening,
SATURDAY SEP 29™ twinkling with the love of nature. She treasured seeing

VISIT HTTP://WWW.PUBLICLANDSDAY.ORG/ FOR DETAILS

our responses to her magical spot on this earth. |

sensed that this wonderful place was her primary
UNIVERSITY CITY® CENTENNIAL COMMONS REC COMPLEX connection to life itself.
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 30" AT 630 PM

BIRD HABITAT GARDEN DEDICATION A PAGE 4

Sadly, she is gone now and so is her oasis, probably
e ——— replaced by another condo. In fact, because of

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 3° AT 9 AM 6progressd across our -8%pumet ry

BIRDING FIELD TRIPA PAGE 3

See No Yard on Page 4


mailto:birding@forestparkforever.org
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/visit/family-of-attractions/shaw-nature-reserve.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/visit/family-of-attractions/shaw-nature-reserve.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
http://www.publiclandsday.org/
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Board Meetings

Open to All. 2 nd Tuesday of Every
Month at 7 pm at the Sunset Hills
Community Center at 3915 S.
Lindbergh Boulevard .

Board recruitment is an ongoing
process and requires your interest
and our need. If you have thought
of serving in su ch a way, stop by
or call one of us.

Officers

Rixey Ruffin , President

(314 ) 504 - 9575
president@stlouisaudubon.org

Marty Smigell , VP Education
(314) 544 - 1650

Mike Walsh, VP Conservation
(626) 262 - 8220
conservation@stlouisaudubon.org

Chris Ferree , Secretary
(314) 412 -2208
oaksavanna2000@yahoo.com

Linda Tossing , Treasurer
(314) 849 - 4260
stlitossing@aol.com

Mitch Leachman, Executive
Director

(314) 599 - 7390
director@stlouisaudubon.org

Newsletter

TaleFeathers is published
monthly. For submissions,
comments or corrections, contact
Mitch Leachman as noted above.

Member of 4~

EarthShare

Q. Missouri

By Mitch Leachman

FROM THE DIRECTOR

The summer of 2012 has  been busy with planning for our fourth year of
community stewardship projects while implementing the first summer

of our Bring Conservation Home program. REI and National Audubon
have again come through with grants to support our habitat restoration
effor ts at Important Bird Areas in the region via individual stewardship
projects. For REI ( www.rei.com ), the $4,400 grant is a second straight
year of support; the National Audubon support is the fourth year of

funding through  the TogetherGreen program (  www.togethergreen.org )

funded by Toyota fi totaling $34,000 for the Chapter. The grants will be
pooled internally, supporting projects in three IBAs which for the first
time will include Ca stlewood State Park. See Page 5 for details on the
fall workdays.

Despite the summer - long drought, Bring Conservation Home Habitat
Advisors have been steady with site surveys. Our efforts at growing a
broad community partnership appear to be paying off. Or ganizational
partners now include the Deer Creek Watershed Alliance, the River des
Peres Watershed Coalition , U City in Bloom, the Webster Groves Nature
Study Society and the Wild Ones St. Louis Chapter.
marketing the program across t
and newsletters. Also, we have begun recruiting municipal governments
for the same purpose. The University City Public Works Department was
the first to provide a link to BCH on their website. Then, for a real plus,
the city of Creve Coeur became the first to officially endorse the

All will assist us in
he region through their websites, events

program and become a full partner at their August 27 th city council
meeting. We could not be more pleased!

The fall wildl be busy for both progr
chancetosee us in action Bin the field!o

Habitat Advisors receive invasive plant instruction from Dave Tylka in June


mailto:president@stlouisaudubon.org
mailto:conservation@stlouisaudubon.org
mailto:oaksavanna2000@yahoo.com
mailto:stltossing@aol.com
mailto:director@stlouisaudubon.org
http://www.rei.com/
http://www.togethergreen.org/
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Pr esi

the members' annual meeting in March.

dent 0s

It's a pleasure to be writing my first President's letter.

Me ¢

By J. Rixey Ruffin

| had the honor of being elected to this position at
It's been an exciting journey so far, and | have many people to

thank for their time and patience as | get to know the people and services that make up this great
organization.

First and foremost, | would like to express my admiration of and my gratitude to m y predecessor, Dave
Rogles, and other outgoing officers and board members - Lisa Nansteel, Vice - President of Education; Jim
Wilson, Vice - President of Finance; John Solodar, Treasurer; and Sharon Nickl, Board member.  The Society
benefitted greatly from the  ir leadership over many years, and each was gracious in sharing his or her
experience and insights with me during my transition. We will miss their talents as active members of the
Board and will strive to maintain their legacies of commitment to the Soci ety and its ideals.

That legacy is in good hands. The current Board brings a wealth of experience and energy that have been

inspirational, and  our Executive Director, Mitch Leachman, is tirelessly working on our behalf to advance

our mission of education , conservation, and public appreciation of birds and the importance of

conscientious stewardship of our natural resources, whether across the globe or in our own backyards.

The cornerstone of our success is our volunteers. From conservation activitiesto  outreach programs, our

volunteers do it all and do it well, and those of you who contribute your time and talents to the Society
have my deep admiration and gratitude. It's been wonderful meeting many of you at events and activities

over the past few mont hs, and | look forward to getting to know more of you in the future.

In my short tenure, I've had the privilege of representing the Society at meetings with other organizations,
and | have come to see how well regarded our work is in the larger community. Indeed, there is much of
which to be proud. And yet more work remains to be done. Like many other charitable organizations, we
face new challenges posed by this age of economic austerity, but as we approach our centennial in a

couple of years, we are w ell positioned to continue our mission and make real the vision of the Society and

its members.

A little about me ; | am a 45 - year- old attorney, ex - history professor, and an enthusiastic, but still learning,

birder and nature photographer. | was born and ra ised in Virginia, and moved here, several years ago, via

Boston and Wisconsin. My wife Anna and | live in University City. | am honored to be a part of the Society,

and | welcome your input and ideas. )

Field Trips, Etc.

Sep 22nd Hawk Watch at Shaw Nature Reserve :

Park Pavilion at 16365 Lydia Hill Dr
east of the main lot.

, just north and

Christian Hagenlocher will lead this half day trip to
experience fall migration through hawks. Meet at
9am at the entrance. Take |- 44 west to Hwy 100
(Gray Summit exit). Turn left back over 44 and then
turn right. The entrance is on the immediate left.
(%3 entr. fee w/out MOBOT garden membership)

September29th f r om Chesterfi el:dd
This short half - day trip especially suited for

beginners starts at 8:30 a.m. Meet at the Central

Oct 3 at St. Stanislaus Conservation Area: _ John
Solodar will lead this half day trip. Meet at 9:00 am.
From | - 270 take McDonnell Blvd nort  h 1.3 mile to
Teson Rd. Turn left and
Turn right and follow to conservation area. Meet in
first lot on left.

All field trips are FREE. Reservations not required,
unless noted fi consult our website for details. For
guestions, cont act Mike Grant at

f

(o]

mikecurlew@att.net .



mailto:mikecurlew@att.net
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No Yard is Too Small Continued from Page 1

habi tat left compared to what the Pilgrims encountered in 1620. Migratory bird numbers have been

decreasing by 1% a year since the 19 6Be@usestionmihatycans peesoni e
do to help remedy this situation?

The answer: Provide Habit at. We have focused here at Shady Oaks on increasing plant diversity and that has,
in turn, brought an amazing diversity of birds and other wildlife to our half - acre sanctuary. We realize that
itds O6reconciliati ond akehtine.a Butwelhavé o regrets. We weie hueky to Have s
large trees here and in  adjacent yards. Removing bush honeysuckle has given way to understory trees,

shrubs, wildflowers and groundcovers that belong here, that support the insects that are beneficial to our
nat i ve birds and a+biumdlds.i tgl ft hyeou vmodide coeen oo aml neBtingaphates.
The bubbler, pond, and fountains provide fresh, moving water, that last essential ingredient.

The reward: Natureds Gi ft sttheAubblenoniafigidwinter u gdy; adog fpots shrosgh a
the snowy garden in his russet robe; a great horned owlet survives a fall and learns to fly; a black - throated
blue warbler stops by in May; a coyote teaches her pups where chipmunks hide; a male rub y- throat displays
above the coral trumpet vine; monarchs lay eggs on milkweeds; red - shouldered hawks fledge and hunt in
the woods; a Kentucky warbler finds shelter in the wood poppies and softly sings; and a family of mink

swims and feeds in the pond.

No yard is too small to benefit all, to make the difference. U

Magnolia Warble r at the bubbler Margy Terpstra Photos American Goldfinch on coneflower

It's for the Birds

A gala event to raise funds for the ongoing support and maintenance of the new

universiTy CITY
University City Bird Habitat Garden will be held at 6:30 PM on Sunday, September

30th, at the Centennial Commons Recreational Complex at 7210 Olive Blvd . The B I r D
evening will include wine, appetizers , music, and a silent auction. Tickets are I_I a B I T aT
$45 per person (a portion of which is tax deductible). For the details, including

online registration  see http://ucityinbloom.org/bird_habitat_gala.php
A grant from the St. Louis Audubon Society Cathleen Creley Memorial Fund
helped make the garden a reality. See the May 2012 TaleFeathers for details e

EMPLOYEES COMMUNITY FUND OF BOEING ST. LOUIS GRANT

Garben

UCITY IN BLOOM

abOUl‘ fhe pr Ojecf ST. LOUIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

U CITY PARKS FOUNDATION



http://ucityinbloom.org/bird_habitat_gala.php
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St. Louis Audubon Society
Habitat Restoration = Workday s

Saturday, September 22nd at Cuivre River State Park. Woodland Restoration.

All ages welcome. Help us celebrate National Public Lands Day early. The Park is outside Troy, MO. From
I- 70, take Hwy 61north for 15 miles to Hwy 47, turn right. At 3 m iles, turn left onto Rt 147. The park
office is 2 miles ahead on your left. We may meet elsewhere, so please register as noted below.

Saturday, October 27t at Cuivre River State Park. Prairie Restoration.

All ages welcome. Follow directions for September  22nd project.

Saturday, November 1 7t at Creve Coeur Park. Honeysuckle Removal.

All ages welcome, but those  under 18 must have parental/adult supervision at all times . Bring your
favorite lopper or saw. M eet in the upper park i west of | - 270 and north of Dor sett. Take |- 270 Exit 17
for Dorsett Rd and go west about 1.5 miles. Enter Park on right, just before light at Marine and take

Streetcar Drive north. Continue past park office, ball field and tennis court to gravel parking lot on right.

Parking is somewhat limited, so please carpool if possible. Rain date Nov 1 8.
These projects continue efforts begun by Audubon in 2009 to improve critical habitat for birds and other
wildlife . Since then, over 1,300 volunteers have contributed 4,400 hours to plant 1,200 tr ees, remove over

20 tons of trash and restore several acres of wetland and forest. We hope you can join us!

Volunteers are requested to register for all project s by providing their name, contact information and
number attending at  director@stlouisaudubon.org  or (314) 599 - 7390.

The Sept 22 " project beings at 8 am. All other projects begin at 9 am. All are half - day and include lunch.
Gloves and other supplies/materials are provided. For Audubon info, visit  www.stlouisaudubon.org

& togethergreen

These projects made possible by support

from a National Audubon/Toyota

TogetherGreen grant and REI. For more info,
visit www.togethergree n.org or www.rei.com .



http://www.togethergreen.org/
http://www.rei.com/
mailto:director@stlouisaudubon.org
http://www.stlouisaudubon.org/
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Purple Martin, Bluebird and Tree Swallow Summer By Karen Meyer
This spring, with  St. Louis Audubon Society conservation funds, we purchased two Trendsetter 8 - unit white
met al Purple Martin Houses. Theydre | ocated panoftCiese we s

Coeur Lake Memorial Park near the Creve Coeur Lakehouse restaur ant. (See the April TaleFeathers for more
details about the birds and the installation).

There was no guarantee that martins would find the houses th  is first season. It was very exciting when we
began to see birds checking out the houses  within a few weeks . Eventually, 13 viable martin nests  were built
across the 16 available nesting units. This was great success for first - year houses.

On some of the weekly nest checks wed6d find very newly
the pairs socia | nesting behavior, their subtle chatter, and watching the young ones grow into fledglings. One
weekend we realized we coul dndt | ower one of the houdge:
not f ly as we appro ached. We knew there were some bird s close to fledging . Anne advised that we would risk
startling them , and they could fail their first flight. We also noticed the larger than normal number of birds

circling that house. The families had grown in numbers .l couldnoét hel p b wasencburaging t
the 2 nestlings on the porch to make their first flight.

The summer heat did take its toll the first week of July when ten birds very close to fledging jumped too
early. But so far we can estimate that 35 birds have likely fledged successfu lly. That includ es birds at an old
house near the Creve Coeur Lake boat launch that we also monitored this year.

On the Bluebird Trail wedve had a b utsmasnothhe firdd seaserwelbali mi
observed Bluebirds near the boxes,i t 6 s the first yéAnd tthlreegyydree nerstteldei r
first brood of five fledged the latter part of June. At the same time, another box housed a family of Tree

Swallows. Their nest was an artistic combination of grass and many feather S.

Thanks go out to the Creve Coeur Park  staff for keeping the

trail mowed, and to Glenn Meyer and Anne Rankin Horton for
their regular monitoring assist
being outdoors, and itds been g
observing the nest ing successesthisyear .6 Wi t h 17 n
being raised to adul t s,rvatioesintol c
August. Thenumteidll Inevatltyear é!

Clockwise from top right: Bluebird nestlings, Purple Martins almost ready to fledge; Tree Swallow nest STL Audubon photos
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Annual Carlyle Lake 0 P e | algp ana More

Saturday, September 15 t at 7:30 am by land
Saturday, September 15 t at 12:30 pm by boat (reservations required)
Sunday, September 16 t at 7:30 am by land

This year St. Louis Audubon Society is again offering a full weekend of birding at Carlyle Lake on September

15 & 16, including our annual pelagic trip on Saturday, September 15. Meet at the McDonald's in Carlyle, on
highway 127 near highway 50 at 7:30 am. We will spend the morning watching for abundant migrant land

birds in Hazlett State Park and will search the lake for Sabine's Gull, Jaegers and other rarities from the

boats and from shore in the afternoon, with further possibilities for shorebirding.

The bo at ride will begin after a break for lunch and will run from 1:00 am - 4:00 pm, but you MUST arrive by
12:30 pm to board the boat i and you must have a reservation.  SABINE'S GULL is often seen on this trip and
we've had a great run with RED PHALAROPE in recent years, often seeing this great pelagic bird as close as

25 feet! Another highlight (not seen every year) is BLACK - THROATED BLUE WARBLERThe extra 50 miles to
the east makes this bird just a little more likely! Day lists will likely run around 100 species

The land - based portions of the trip are free as always. The Pelagic Trip is $35 per person. _ Make your
reservation for the Pelagic by sendingane - mail to joseph.w.eades@monsanto.com . Your reservation will be
confirmed once your check is received. Send your check, made payable to Joe Eades to 517 Willow Lane

Kirkwood, MO 63122.  There will be no refunds as the proceeds must cover boat rental and gas. Bring a hat,
sunscreen, water, snacks, insect repellant (if you desire), and comfortable walking shoes. We also need as
much popcorn as we can get our hands on! This really brings the gulls in around the boat for great views.

On Sunday we will also meet at the McDonald's at 7:30 am. Expect several hours of walkin g each
day. Confirmed trip participants will receive further information as the trip draws near.

Lodging Information: B locks of rooms have been reserved under St. Louis Audubon. Please reserve your
room before September 7 t as the rooms will be released  after that.

Mariner's Village (at the lake), (877) 451 - 7666 , $61.99 (single) or $76.99 (double)

Super 8 (across from McDonald's), (618) 594 - 8888 , $74.95

Trip Leader/Coordinator:
Joe Eades (oseph.w.eades@monsa nto.com )

Red Phalarope

Unknown Source
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Summer Birding, etc.

Birding is a challenge in an average St. Louis summer, but the intense heat has pushed many of us inside.
Keep in mind, however, the birds and other animals do not have that option. The best thing we can do, if at

al | possible, is maintain fresh water for them; it is I
baths, visit our wildlife stewardship page for info : http://www.stlouisaudubon.o rg/BCH/stewardship.php
We had another great year with over 30 bird walks that drew over 500 participa nts, including the walks we

co- sponsor at Forest Park. Many thanks to Mike  Grant on his first year of solo trip coordination. Thanks also

to trip | eaders Connie Alwood, Bob Bailey, Mary Dueren, Joe Eades, Bernie Favara, Dave Garcia, Mike Grant,

Sue Gustafson, Pat Lueders, Dave Rogles, Bill Rowe, John Solodar, Mike Thelen, and Josh Uffman . The Forest
Park crew led by Chris Ferree and Jim Wilson deserves spe  cial mention, including their many co - leaders.

Here is an interesting excerpt fr omthaiCdumbiaBottom and Rivetlands:p |

The group proceeded to the confluence overlook without being bothered by any birds. Once we got to  the
point , David Dean returned to the parking /ot to get his scope so we could get a poor look at a distant and
fairly hidden Bald Eagle.  The group came alive when a deer was spotted swimming in the rivers, seemingly
attempting a crossing from Confluence S tate Park to our side of the river. We all watched to see if the deer
would make it or be swept away by the current. It finally was able to walk onto shore to our cheers.

A fascinating experience was watching a flock of about 50 starlings mob a Red - lailed Hawk across the river.
At first the starling flock was keeping its distance but then seemed to swallow up the hawk time after time. /
dondét think that we ever saw aweleiextendeaiwhentteasimahefockb utU i t s

Clockwise fr om top left: Yellow - breasted Chat, Scarlet Tanager, Gray - cheeked Thrush, Dickcissel

All photos by Al Smith


http://www.stlouisaudubon.org/BCH/stewardship.php
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Calling All Schnucks Shoppers! /

For some time the Chapter has been an eligible participating organization in the Schnucks eScrip

Community Card program. This ea sy to use charity program  has absolutely no cost to you and  provides
cash back from Schnucks to your chosen charities from each of your eligible purchases (up to 3%).

Call (800) 931 - 6258 or visit www. schnucks.com and click on the eScrip Community Card link. When you
register the ca rd, simply enter our name, St. Louis Audubon Society, or our Group ID, 50002436 5. If
you &ve already got a card for your school or other grou p, no problem; just add us.  Schnucks can split the

contributions f rom your card up to three ways

Simply ask for a card at Custo  mer Service the next time you get your groceries. 3

We thank you and we thank Schnucks for their support!

Funding for Birds and Conservation Programs at Risk

The House of Representatives is planning to cut over $50 million in funding for key bird conservation
programs in its budget.  If passed by the full House and Senate, these destructive cuts will ha rm birds and
other wildlife, and undo decades of successful conservation efforts.

Programs targeted:
e The Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act, the only federal U.S. grants program specifically
dedicated to the conservation of our migrant birds throughout the Americas
e State Wildlife Grants, the nationfds core program f ¢
endangered in addition to supporting strategic conservation investments in every state and territory
e The North American We tlands Conservation Act, which provides funding for conservation projects
that benefit wetland birds

Congress is in recess but will return after the Labor Day Holiday and they need to hear fromyou !
Sign up with Audubon or the American Bird Conservancy for updates on these and other critical issues
http://policy.audubon.org/take - action

http://www.abcbirds.org/action/index.html

Green Time Television
News and information for people who love the Earth

Green Time airs on KNLC stations in four Missouri areas. It appears in St. Louis at noon on Saturdays and
5:30 on Wednesdays on Channel 24 -1 and at 8 pm on Mondays in St. Louis on Channel 24 - 2, Spring field
on Channel 39, Joplin on Channel 36 and Marshfield on Channel 17

Search YouTube for Green Time to watch full episodes. One of our favorites was on grasslands with Jon
Wingo and Jay Fish, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOK3 - 6YUwus. Tune in later this year for a

segment on our Bring Conservation Home program, taped August 16 th,

Also see Green Time on greentime.tv and facebook.com/pages/Green - Time - TV/186014811491714 . If
you have a story idea or would like to help produce Green Time TV call 314 - 727 - 8554 or
email don@greentime.tv .



http://www.schnucks.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOK3-6YUwus
http://facebook.com/pages/Green-Time-TV/186014811491714
mailto:don@greentime.tv
http://policy.audubon.org/take-action
http://www.abcbirds.org/action/index.html
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Bring Conservation Home Honor s

Platinum Certified
Bill Hoss
Dave Tylka

Gold Certified

Lynne & Jerry Breakstone
Penney Bush- Boyce
Alan Hopefl

Judy Sowers

Peg Whetzel

Silver Certified

Rita Buckley

Jeanne Cablish

Fran Cantor

Ellen Dierenfeld
Karen & Scott Eckert
Pam Fournier

Fran Glass

Silver Certified

Laura Gorman

Keith Koester

Mitch Leachman
Susan Leahy

Anne McCormack
Betty McKeown
Michael Meredith
Karen & Glenn Meyer
Marilynn Motchan
Susan Orr

Susan Pang

Mellanie & Jim Sandfort
Margy Terpstra

Linda Virga

Robert Weaver

Cori & Al Westcott

We are so pleased that already 30 homeowners have
received a Bring Conservation Home certification of
their landscape.

Top: M ellanie & Jim Sandfort

Clockwise from below left: Robert Weaver accepts his sign from
Margy Terpstra, Dave Tylka is congratulated by Mitch Leachman,
Marilynn Motchan poses in her rain garden.

All photos by STL Audubon



