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TALE FEATHERS 

BEGINNER BIRD WALK FIELD TRIPS 

FOREST PARK VISITOR CENTER AT 5595 GRAND DRIVE 

FIRST SATURDAY OF MOST MONTHS 

WALK FROM 830 AM TO 10 AM, MEET AT 815 AM 

FOR INFO CONTACT AMY BIRDING@FORESTPARKFOREVER.ORG 

BIRDING FIELD TRIP—PAGE 3 

CREVE COEUR PARK’S MALLARD LAKE 

SATURDAY APRIL 18TH AT 8A 

BIRDING FIELD TRIP—PAGE 3 

FOREST PARK & TOWER GROVE PARK 

SATURDAY APRIL 25TH AT 730A 

STARGAZING AT RIVERLANDS 

AUDUBON CENTER AT RIVERLANDS 

SATURDAY APRIL 25TH FROM 715P 

HTTP://RIVERLANDS.AUDUBON.ORG/EVENTS/STARGAZING-APR-

25TH-RIVERLANDS-0 

FOREST PARK EARTH DAY FESTIVAL 

SUNDAY APRIL 26TH FROM 10A TO 6P 

HTTP://WWW.STLOUISEARTHDAY.ORG/EVENTS/FESTIVAL/ 

BAT PROGRAM—PAGE 2 

THORNHILL BRANCH OF STL COUNTY LIBRARY 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 29TH AT 7P 

STEWARDSHIP PROJECT 

RESTORATION DAY AT MCKELVEY WOODS PARK 

SATURDAY MAY 2ND FROM 9A TO 1P 

HTTP://STLOUISAUDUBON.ORG/CALENDAR/PROJECTS-SPRING-

2015.PHP 

BIRDING FIELD TRIP—PAGE 3 

TOWER GROVE PARK 

SATURDAY MAY 9TH AT 730A 

SHAW WILDFLOWER MARKET 

SHAW NATURE RESERVE 

SATURDAY MAY 9TH FROM 9A TO 4P 

SEE EVENT CALENDAR AT WWW.MOBOT.ORG  

BIRDING FIELD TRIP—PAGE 3 

SHAW NATURE RESERVE 

SATURDAY MAY 16TH AT 730A 

RIVERLANDS BIRD BLITZ—PAGE 6 

AUDUBON CENTER AT RIVERLANDS 

SATURDAY MAY 16TH FROM 10A TO 2P 
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Throughout the year we try to thank our many caring 

and passionate volunteers, without whom we would 

simply not exist. From board members to birders and 

habitat advisors to educators, we try not to miss an 

opportunity to express our appreciation. 

In addition, early each year, we pause to thank all of 

our financial supporters, whose contributions are 

equally critical to our success. This past year each of 

you again showed your amazing generosity, with over 

200 separate donations, totaling nearly $18,000! Our 

year-end appeal continues to be our single most 

important effort with over $12,500 received. This is in 

addition to in-kind donations, your memberships, 

Bring Conservation Home service fees and grants. See 

pages 8-9 for a complete listing of donors since 

February of 2014, and thanks so much!  ◆ 

 

 

Thank 
You! 

mailto:birding@forestparkforever.org
http://riverlands.audubon.org/events/stargazing-apr-25th-riverlands-0
http://riverlands.audubon.org/events/stargazing-apr-25th-riverlands-0
http://www.stlouisearthday.org/events/festival/
http://stlouisaudubon.org/calendar/projects-spring-2015.php
http://stlouisaudubon.org/calendar/projects-spring-2015.php
http://www.mobot.org/
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Board Meetings 

Open to All. 2nd Tuesday of Even 

Months at 7 pm at the Sunset Hills 

Community Center at 3915 S. 

Lindbergh Boulevard. 

Board recruitment is an ongoing 

process and requires your interest 

and our need. If you have thought 

of serving in such a way, stop by 

or call one of us. 

Officers 

Linda Tossing, President 

(314) 495-3063 

president@stlouisaudubon.org 

Marty Smigell, VP Education 

(314) 640-0897 

Jean Favara, VP Conservation 

(314) 603-9462 

conservation@stlouisaudubon.org 

Chris Ferree, Secretary 

(314) 412-2208 

oaksavanna2000@yahoo.com 

Karen Meyer, Treasurer 

(314) 602-7318 

kb2bird@sbcglobal.net 

Mitch Leachman, Executive 

Director 

(314) 599-7390 

mitch@stlouisaudubon.org 

 

 

Newsletter 

TaleFeathers is published 

monthly. For submissions, 

comments or corrections, contact 

Mitch Leachman as noted above.  

 

 

 

Proud Member of the 

 

Bats of Missouri 

Wednesday, April 29th at 7:00 p.m. 

Shelly Colatskie, Cave Ecologist with the Missouri Department of 

Conservation, will discuss these shy and intelligent creatures--14 

kinds of which live in Missouri. Although they are sometimes referred 

to as flying mice, bats are not rodents. They belong to a group of 

mammals called chiroptera, meaning "hand-wing," and are the only 

mammals that can fly. Bats occupy almost every habitat worldwide 

and are a primary predator of mosquitos and many other insects that 

cause damage to farms and forests annually. Summer concertgoers 

at Forest Park at the Botanical Garden might even learn about the 

bats frequently seen flying over their heads! 

Shelly received her Master of Science in Biology from Missouri State 

University and joined the Conservation Department in 2010.  She 

helps coordinate annual hibernating bat surveys, summer mist 

netting surveys, pink planarian and Tumbling Creek Cave Snail 

surveys, cave gating, and private land surveys. 

A short business meeting, our Annual Meeting, will precede the 

program and will include the election of the board of directors. All 

are welcome to attend, but only members may vote. 

The event begins at 7 pm at the Thornhill Branch of the St. Louis 

County Library at 12863 Willowyck Dr, St. Louis, MO 63146, not far 

from I-270 and Hwy 364. For questions, call (314) 599-7390. ◆ 

Eastern Pipistrelle Bat MDC Photo  

mailto:president@stlouisaudubon.org
mailto:conservation@stlouisaudubon.org
mailto:oaksavanna2000@yahoo.com
mailto:kb2bird@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mitch@stlouisaudubon.org
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   President’s Message  By Linda Tossing 

 
Spring is here! Spring is here! All one has to do is go outside and listen. The birds are singing and actively 

pairing up to start the nesting season. The winter residents like the White-throated Sparrow are heading 

north to stake out their breeding territories. The migrants, like the Tennessee Warbler, are starting to 

move through the area and the summer residents, like the Summer Tanager, are starting to arrive to set 

up their territories here in the St. Louis area and beyond. 

Field Trips, Etc. 

April 18th to Creve Coeur Park’s Mallard Lake:  Mary 

Dueren leads this half day trip that includes easy 

walking and is great for beginners. Meet at 8 am in 

the lot at the Creve Coeur Lakehouse at 2160 Creve 

Coeur Mill Rd, 63146. 

April 25th to Forest Park/Tower Grove Park:  Bob 

Bailey & Dave Garcia lead this half day trip that 

includes moderate hiking and is good for beginners. 

Meet at 7:30 am in the lot of the Kennedy Memorial 

Forest off Wells Drive, just west of the Zoo. 

May 9th at Tower Grove Park:  Pat Lueders leads this 

half day trip at 7:30 am. From I-44, take 

Kingshighway south to Magnolia. Turn left and 

proceed to entrance on right. Right again on 

Northwest Dr and follow to Gaddy Bird Garden on 

right. Meet at Garden entrance. 

May 16th to Shaw Nature Reserve:  Connie Alwood 

leads this all day trip that includes moderate hiking 

over some rough terrain and is good for beginners. 

Meet at 7:30 am in the lot inside the main entrance. 

Take I-44 west to Hwy 100 (Gray Summit exit). Cross 

the highway and turn right. Entrance is on the left. 

All field trips are FREE. Reservations not required, 

unless noted—consult our website for details. For 

questions, contact Mike Grant at mikecurlew@att.net. 

 

 

I love the spring especially with the warming of the ground and the 

awakening of the plants that had gone dormant during winter. Today, 

while walking the woods, I saw Mayapples starting to pop up. The 

Redbuds and Serviceberry are starting to open and soon we will see 

Dogwood blooming. 

Spring always reminds me that the seasons are so important to our 

wildlife and their habitat. The winter season is important to plants so 

they can regenerate in their dormancy and start to grow in the spring.   

Summer and Fall follow with other stages critical to their life cycle. 

One of the programs the St. Louis Audubon Society offers is Bring 

Conservation Home (BCH), which helps homeowners and other urban 

landowners improve their landscape for our native birds, butterflies 

and such. Our BCH Habitat Advisors work year-round, but spring is 

especially busy as folks just like you look to make changes in their 

landscape before all the birds arrive and the summer heat comes on. 

If you would like to apply or simply get more information, simply visit 

www.stlouisaudubon.org/BCH.  ◆ 

 

 

 

mailto:mikecurlew@att.net
http://www.stlouisaudubon.org/BCH
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Spring Birdwatching Brunch at Chaumette Vineyard 

 

 

Friday Mornings: April 24th, May 8th, June 12th  

Group Gathers: 7am at trailhead/base of drive to The Barn at Chaumette  

Birding Time: 7:30am – 9am  

Brunch: 9:15am – 10:30am  

Fee: $35.81 per guest; includes brunch, tax, gratuity and $18 donation to St. Louis Audubon 

Chaumette Vineyards & Winery will be hosting three birding brunches this spring, in celebration of our 

100th anniversary! The winery is in beautiful St. Genevieve, Missouri, nearly adjacent to the John J. 

Audubon Trail and the Mark Twain National Forest! What a fantastic way to celebrate the centennial of the 

Artwork by Chrissy McClarren 

Going Forth and Being Enchanted 

Along with my partner, Andy Reago, I led a beginner bird walk on February 14th, during which I delighted in 

sharing our “backyard” (Carondelet Park is only a block from our home) with a throng of seven other hardy folk 

who were immediately commanded to go forth and be enchanted - and they were! As they willingly followed us 

despite the very cold and mighty gusty day, they marveled at the colors of a Wood Duck, oohed over the 

St. Louis Audubon Society ~ hosting birding walks, while 

considering the likelihood of seeing the same species that 

John J. Audubon saw during his years there in Ste. Genevieve 

more than 175 years ago! We hope you’ll consider one of 

these fantastic events. For complete details and to register, 

visit http://chaumette.com/spring-birdwatching-with-st-

louis-audubon-society/  .  ◆ 

 

 

By Chrissy McClarren 

sudden swooping flight of a Red-tailed Hawk, wondered over the 

subtle detail of the powder blue eyelids of the Mourning Doves, 

gazed shyly into the intense orange eyes of the Great-Horned Owls, 

and thrilled to the mysteries lying inside the face of a Barred Owl.   

The Barred Owl was a particular thrill for all of us, since we weren't 

sure at first what was causing such an upset of the Blue Jays and 

Dark-eyed Juncos making alarm calls. Exciting everyone, I told 

them that the Blue Jays almost always led us to interesting birds of 

prey. So, drawn like detectives to the thicket from which all this 

ruckus was occurring, we sleuthed our way around the thicket and 

spotted the Barred Owl as it flew out and high into a tree very close 

by. Andy was carrying a spotting scope so everyone was able to 

take a dip into those dark swirling pools for eyes. Andy and I find 

opportunities to share our love of the birds to be a gift like none 

other, so we owe a big thanks to our companions:  Matthew, Elaine 

and Richard Fook, Linda Tossing, Kathy Hull, Laura Belarbi and 

Victoria Caswell.  ◆ 

 

This is the annual joint program with the Eastern Missouri Group of 

http://chaumette.com/spring-birdwatching-with-st-louis-audubon-society/
http://chaumette.com/spring-birdwatching-with-st-louis-audubon-society/
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Snow Geese Al Smith Photo

  

Baldwin Lake Trip Report 

Spring fever brought out 40 birders to the annual Baldwin Lake & Peabody Coal Conservation Area field trip 

on February 7. A strong wind all day did not dampen spirits as record temperatures kept the group warm 

and active. Everyone met at Baldwin Lake State Park. Thousands of Snow Geese were loafing on the banks 

allowing close scope views. A Ross's Goose was singled out and easily compared with Snow Geese so all 

could see its small size and diminutive bill. At the end of the road, a small group of Greater White-Fronted 

Geese stood on the levee with Canada Geese and 2 Cackling Geese, again for nice comparisons. In the lake 

swam a flock of 40 Cackling Geese, American Coot, one female Scaup, and at a distance Redhead and 2 

American Pelican on the far bank. Otherwise, there were very few gulls or other ducks seen.    

We drove side roads to the IL DNR World Shooting Complex, with some members of the convoy seeing a 

Merlin, and all seeing many Red-tailed Hawks, American Kestrel, Horned Lark and Eastern Meadowlarks. 

The shooting complex habitat is similar to that at Peabody Coal Conservation Area and home to numerous 

Northern Harriers and Red-tailed Hawks. One of the ponds had Gadwall and 2 American Wigeon. 

After a picnic lunch, we drove farm roads to Peabody Coal Conservation Area. Last year all of the ponds 

were frozen. This year many visitors were fishing and enjoying the area which we usually have to ourselves.  

We walked the road towards the Kaskaskia River looking for shrikes and finding a few American Tree and 

White-throated Sparrows, a few year-around residents, and seeing a number of Ring-billed Gulls on the 

water. Ribbons of Snow and Greater White-Fronted Geese flew overhead all afternoon, vocalizing loudly.    

Our persistence to find a shrike was successful when Mick Richardson spotted, and Bernie Favara confirmed, 

the spotting of one across from the pit toilet parking lot. Long scope views of the very cooperative bird 

confirmed the identification as a Northern Shrike; a narrow mask, white above the barely visible eye, buffy 

breast with light streaking, a large white wing patch. 

Short-eared Owl is a target bird for this trip, but the habitat condition made us apprehensive about success. 

A large area along the road appeared to have been cleared or burned, and we saw no Northern Harriers, 

always present in past years. Our fears were confirmed when we waited till dark but saw no Short-eared 

Owls. As we were leaving after enjoying a beautiful sunset, Paul and Barb Johnson did find a Great-horned 

Owl at the top of a distant tree.  

Enjoying the annual spectacle of thousands of Snow Geese alighting into the air together is always the 

highlight of this trip, and we were rewarded for our efforts on this beautiful day!  ◆ 

By Pat Lueders 
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Judy Allen 

Susi Allison-Lama 

Linda Anderson 

Sarah Avetta 

Nancy Baglan 

Patricia & William Ball 

Lea Barlow 

Sue Barlow 

Carol Barnes 

Gretchen Batz 

William Becker 

Lee Berger 

David Bieber 

Elizabeth Bohlman 

Melody Boime 

Lynne & Jerry Breakstone 

Barry Brown 

John Brundage 

Donna Bruner 

Susan Burk 

Barbara Buxton 

Debi Calhoun 

Fran & Harvey Cantor 

Darcy Capstick 

Don Carlson 

Clarkson Carpenter 

Jerry Castillon 

Robert Coffing 

Laura Cohen 

Charles Connor 

Don Constantine 

Frances Cook 

Wendy Cooke 

Roberta Courtaway 

Karen Crebs 

Tom Creley 

Sherry Crittenden 

Jill Cumming 

Ruth Davidson 

Sherri Davies 

Linda DeBoer 

Daniel Deddens 

Michelle Devine 

Amy Dooley 

Mary Dueren 

Christine Durbin 

Bull Durham 

Meliss Durie 

Ann Earley 

Karen & Scott Eckert 

Elizabeth Eigel 

James Eisenbeis 

Ellen Eliceiri 

Jean & Bernie Favara 

Katy Fechter 

Linda Fenton 

Chris Ferree 

Suzanne Fischer 

Mary Forsythe 

Keith Fulling 

Christine Garhart 

Robert Garrecht 

Kenneth Gelhot 

Dora & John Gianoulakis 

Carol Giles-Straight 

Leslie Goldberg 

Wayne & Jane Goode 

Mary Ellen Gray 

Susan Grossman 

Ruth Grote 

Patricia Hackmeyer 

Joe Hampel 

Jean & Rod Hannes 

Laura Harper 

Ellen Hartz 

Charles Hazenjaeger 

Dennis Hogan 

Gary Hopkins 

Janice Hovis 

Janet & Andy Hoyne 

Carol Hudgens 

Herb Huebner 

Karen Isbell 

Louise Johnson 

Eleanor Jordan 

Dick Kacenski 

Dency Kahn 

Steven King 

David Kirk 

Kenneth Kloeckener 

Shirley Kraus 

Jeanette Kuehnert 

Louise Langbein 

Dennis Larson 

Dianne Larson 

Mitch Leachman 

Leslie & Brian Lenz 

Dr. Karen Louis 

Gloria Maguire 

Maryanne Marjamaa 

Dennis Martin 

Joy Martin 

Chris Matsuno 

Merle McCain 

Anne McCormack 

Michael Meredith 

Karen & Glenn Meyer 

C Felix Miller 

Nancy Miller 

Sharon Moran 

Larry Mrazek 

Many Thanks to All Our Donors!! 

Board President Linda Tossing, Executive Director Mitch Leachman, and the entire Board of Directors extend 

their heartfelt thanks for your support this past year. You are critical to our success!  

Michael Mulligan 

Rosanne Naunheim 

Arlene Nurre 

Steve O’Rourke 

Phyllis Oakes 

Francis & Peggy Oates 

Paul Ohlendorf 

Clarence Olson 

Jeanne Olson 

Susan Orr 

Gail Pence 

David Pierce 

Susan Poley 

David Rabenau 

Neville Rapp 

Betty Rawley 

Sue Reed 

Tom & Barb Reich 

Wanda Renshaw 

Nancy Reynolds 

Marjorie Richards 

Wesley Rife 

Janice & David Rifkin 

Celeste Roberson 

Laura Rogers 

Rixey Ruffin 

Sheila Ryerse 

Jill Sackman 

Bill Salsgiver 

Carolyn Samuels 

Thomas Sanger 

Harold Sater 

Kay Sayre 

Lynn Schaefer 

Joyce Schmitt 

Rose & Mike Schulte 

Robert Segasture 
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Year-End Contributors Grants & Federated 

Campaigns 

Adventure Forest LLC 

Bank of America Employee 

Matching 

Bellefontaine Cemetery 

Biggs Family Charitable 

Foundation 

Boeing Employee Matching 

Combined Federal 

Campaign 

Elsevier Employee Match 

JM Family Enterprises, Inc. 

Julianne Oakes Trust 

Metropolitan St. Louis 

Sewer District 

Missouri Environmental 

Fund 

Monsanto Employee 

Matching 

National Audubon Society 

National Environmental 

Education Foundation 

Nidec Motor Corporation 

Susan & Kei Pang 

St. Louis Art Museum 

St. Louis Master Gardeners 

The list includes 

contributions received 

from February 2014 thru 

March 2015. Every effort 

was made to be accurate 

and complete. We 
apologize for any errors.  

Ned Siegel 

Anita Siegmund 

Stephen Skrainka 

DS Smith 

Donald Souder 

Karen Spencer 

John Stade 

Joan Strassmann 

Strout Family 

Amy Suiter 

Cushie Switzer 

Rheba Symeonoglou 

Janey Symington 

Mike Thelen 

Thomas & Betty Tyler 

Margaret Vandeven 

Edward Vastola 

Linda Virga 

Beth Viviano 

Mary Vogel 

Brian & Connie Walsh 

Lois Walsh 

Mike Walsh 

Anne Werner 

Thomas White 

Rad Widmer 

Ed Wilhelm 

Mervis William 

James Willock 

Joseph Wuller 

Dr. Wayne Yokoyama 

Ginnie Young 

Michael & Becky Zaccarello 

Clarence Zacher 

Ronald Zapf 

John Zimmerman 

Linda Zurfluh 

Other Contributors 

Lee Berger 

Tim & Christine Carr 

Renee Charles 

Becky Costello 

Susan Eaton 

Pat & Debra Ferren 

Noreen Fishback 

Nancy Gelb 

Margaret Gilleo 

Jeffrey Hartnett 

Sharon Hoffarth 

Virginia Johnson 

Aaron & Angie Jungbluth 

Chuck Kirkpatrick 

Chris Kirmaier 

Lesley Knowles 

Mrs. W.R. Konneker 

Greg & Alyson Levine 

Nesta & Maury Lonsway 

Susan Love 

Martha Mallett 

Karen Meyer 

Anne Miller 

Laura Rogers 

Bill & Dayna Salsgiver 

Scott Saracco 

Julie & Scott Schnuck 

Bradley Shutes 

Judy Speck 

Margy Terpstra 

Susan Van de Riet 

Leslie Wainwright 

Bob & Barbara Wanless 

Timmie & Jim Wiant 

Jeanne Will 

Karla & David Wilson 

In-Kind Contributors 

Lynne & Jerry Breakstone 

Danny Brown 

Crowne Plaza Clayton 

Nikki & Nick Davenport 

GPM, Inc. 

Greenscape Gardens & 

Gifts 

Hartke Nursery 

Herb & Ruth Huebner 

Karen Isbell 

Sheryl Jacobs 

Dency Kahn 

Chuck Kirkpatrick 

Lake Forest Confections 

Mitch Leachman 

Leslie & Brian Lenz 

Karen & Glenn Meyer 

Missouri Botanical Garden 

Mitchell James Salon 

Susan & Kei Pang 

Jean Ponzi 

Ralph Rollins 

Richard Spener 

St. Louis Cardinals 

The St. Louis Brewery 

Wild Bird Center of St. 

Louis 

Wild Birds Unlimited of 

Chesterfield 

Wild Birds Unlimited of 

Warson Woods 
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Name: 

 

Address: 

 

City, State, Zip: 

 

E-Mail or Phone (if desired): 
 

St. Louis Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 220227 
St. Louis, MO  63122-0227 

Customer Name 

Street Address 
City, ST  ZIP Code 

Make checks payable to: 

St. Louis Audubon Society 

Mail Checks to: 

St. Louis Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 220227 
St. Louis, MO 63122-0227 4/15 

□ $20  □ $30  □ $50**  □ $100  □ Other_______ 

Memberships are Tax Deductible 
Less the $15 Cost of the Gift 

ST. LOUIS AUDUBON SOCIETY 
CHAPTER-SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIP FORM 

** Memberships of $50 or more may choose from four gifts: 

Bringing Nature Home by Douglas W. Tallamy 
Native Landscaping for Wildlife and People by Dave Tylka 
North American Birdfeeder Guide by Stephen Kress 
Peterson Field Guide to Birds of Eastern & Central North America 
Please indicate your choice. 

100% of your dues stay in St. Louis supporting our local 
efforts. Thank you very much! 

Mission: to create a community connection to nature 
through education and conservation. 

Your Chapter-Supporting membership runs concurrently 
with your National Audubon membership, if you choose to 
maintain the latter. To continue to receive the Audubon 
magazine, you must maintain your National membership. 

If already a Chapter-Supporting member, you 
need do nothing but accept our thanks! 


